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so many women and their loved ones, and it 
is of the utmost importance that the public is 
aware of current information and treatment op-
tions. 

I commend organizations like Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure, and others, for its dedica-
tion to educating the citizens of our community 
and keeping them updated on the status of 
relevant research. I appreciate its commitment 
to providing more opportunities for individuals 
to learn about the disease, by spreading the 
message of prevention and awareness to 
wider audiences. In order to prevent breast 
cancer, we must increase our awareness, 
which makes research, early detection, and 
treatment all the more important as a woman’s 
best defenses in the fight against this deadly 
disease. 

In acknowledging and honoring Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month, doing so, we will edu-
cate our loved ones across the Nation—many 
mothers, sisters, and friends—on the impor-
tance of early detection, so that we may pre-
vent as many women from dying as possible. 
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HONORING LEE MYERS, MAYOR OF 
MATTHEWS, NORTH CAROLINA 

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 18, 2009 

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to acknowledge the great work of one of my 
constituents, R. Lee Myers, mayor of Mat-
thews, North Carolina. Mayor Myers has re-
cently completed his ninth term in office. Lee 
is a wonderful public servant—he’s given over 
20 years of his life to serve the citizens of 
Matthew—as mayor and as a town commis-
sioner. During this time, he’s overseen the 
rapid development of Matthews into one of the 
fastest growing metropolitan areas in the Na-
tion. 

Born in Mecklenburg County, North Caro-
lina, in 1951, Mayor Myers graduated from 
East Mecklenburg High School, received a 
B.A from East Carolina University in 1973, and 
received a law degree from Oklahoma City 
University School of Law in 1976. Mayor 
Myers and his wife Lucinda have two children, 
Matthew and Amanda. He currently practices 
law alongside his son, Matthew, at the Myers 
Law Firm, PLLC. 

Mayor Myers’ civic activities also include 
serving on the Mecklenburg-Union Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization from 1989 until the 
present, having served as chairman from 1997 
to 2005. He has also been the Matthews rep-
resentative to the Metropolitan Transit Com-
mission since its formation. 

Today, I join the nearly 30,000 residents of 
Matthews in thanking Mayor Myers for his two 
decades of outstanding service to them and to 
Mecklenburg County. His dedication is to be 
commended, and I wish him and his family all 
the best. 

RECOGNIZING HARRY STATHAM 
FOR HIS 1,000TH VICTORY AS 
THE MEN’S BASKETBALL COACH 
AT MCKENDREE UNIVERSITY IN 
LEBANON, ILLINOIS 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 18, 2009 

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing Harry Statham who, on November 
13, 2009, posted his 1,000th victory as coach 
of the McKendree Bearcats, the first coach of 
a men’s 4-year college basketball program to 
reach that mark. 

Harry Statham began his career at 
McKendree College in 1966 after 5 years as 
a high school coach. Forty-four years later, 
coaching in the basketball court that bears his 
name, Coach Statham is still at McKendree, 
now McKendree University, and has built an 
impressive program on the guiding principle 
of, ‘‘You win games by getting the right kids.’’ 
And Harry Statham’s criteria for ‘‘the right 
kids’’ should be a model for other coaches in 
all sports. ‘‘We want good people, good stu-
dents and good basketball players—in that 
order,’’ he says. 

Harry Statham has been the career wins 
leader for a 4-year men’s basketball program 
since passing Dean Smith with his 880th vic-
tory in 2004. His record, after the 79–49 win 
over East-West University on November 13, 
was 1000–318. 

Harry Statham’s career is not marked solely 
by an impressive number of victories. He was 
named the 2001–02 NAIA Men’s Basketball 
Coach of the Year and has received the AMC 
Coach of the Year award eight different times. 
He was a six-time recipient of the NAIA Dis-
trict 20 Coach of the Year, has been named 
the NAIA-Illinois Basketball Coaches Associa-
tion Men’s Basketball Coach of the Year 12 
times, was the recipient of the National Asso-
ciation of Basketball Coaches, NABC, Guard-
ians of the Game Leadership Award and re-
ceived the Distinguished Service Award from 
the United States Sports Academy. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Harry Statham on his 
milestone 1,000th victory as the men’s basket-
ball coach at McKendree University and to 
thank him for his many contributions to his 
sport, his university and his community. 
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TRIBUTE TO MAJOR TOBY D. 
PATTERSON 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 18, 2009 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me 
take this moment to recognize and honor MAJ 
Toby D. Patterson, United States Marine 
Corps, for his service to the U.S. House of 
Representatives as he prepares to depart 
Capitol Hill. After serving over 21⁄2 years as a 
liaison officer and the Deputy Director of the 
United States Marine Corps Liaison Office in 
the U.S. House of Representatives, he will be 
attending the Australian Command and Staff 
College in Canberra, Australia. 

While serving in the Liaison office, Major 
Patterson developed and executed a legisla-
tive strategy for the United States Marine 
Corps that was instrumental in training and 
equipping the Marine Corps and ensuring their 
success on the battlefield. By engaging mem-
bers of Congress and their staffs, Major Pat-
terson directly facilitated an increased empha-
sis on improving Congressional relationships, 
which is a cornerstone of the Corps’ strategic 
vision. 

During his time on Capitol Hill, Major Patter-
son successfully planned, coordinated and es-
corted over 50 international and domestic 
Congressional and Staff Delegations. His at-
tention to detail and anticipation of require-
ments allowed my fellow members of the 
House to focus on fact-finding and gleaning 
new insights that informed critical decisions to 
support the people of the United States. Due 
to his professionalism, dedication and knowl-
edge, Major Patterson became a highly sought 
after military escort for delegations traveling 
into Combat and Post Conflict Zones. The 
time he has spent supporting members of the 
House has been truly noteworthy. 

Major Patterson has distinguished himself 
as a man of many talents. While working in a 
challenging environment, he earned a Mas-
ter’s degree from the University of Oklahoma, 
completed the Marine Corps Non-Resident 
Command and Staff College, and succeeded 
as an accomplished athlete having run two 
Marine Corps Marathons and completing a full 
Ironman Triathlon. 

Madam Speaker, as Chairman of the House 
Armed Services Committee, I have benefitted 
personally from Major Patterson’s invaluable 
insights and hold great appreciation for the 
caliber of his work. He sets a high standard 
for others to emulate, and our Nation benefits 
from his outstanding dedication and leader-
ship. I am certain that the members of the 
House will join me in wishing Major Patterson 
and his wife, Lindsey, continued success in 
their future endeavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARY JO KILROY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 18, 2009 

Ms. KILROY. Madam Speaker, on the legis-
lative day of Monday, November 16, 2009, I 
was unable to cast votes on a number of roll-
call votes. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes 889 and 890, and 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 891. 
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BANK OVERDRAFT POLICIES 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 18, 2009 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise on behalf of American consumers 
who have contacted me about their discontent 
regarding bank overdraft fee policies. Most, if 
not all, of these individuals are everyday 
Americans who regularly monitor their spend-
ing and account usage. Unfortunately, many of 
these individuals are victims of unfair and ex-
cessive overdraft fees charged by banks. 
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In light of these many concerns, I believed 

that it was imperative to speak to citizens di-
rectly in an open forum about their worries 
and how Congress should act on their behalf. 
I hosted an online chat session this past week 
where American consumers had the oppor-
tunity to share their stories with me. This issue 
was first raised on a local level by Mike 
Holfeld, an investigative reporter at WKMG in 
Orlando. 

If the Speaker would allow, I would like to 
relay a few of their stories: 

Kathryn McCarrey is a 32-year-old mother 
of two from Groveland, Florida who has been 
a customer with Bank of America since 2005. 
She complained that she has been unfairly 
charged hundreds of dollars in overdraft fees 
over the past 2 years. She stated, ‘‘Just last 
week I printed my screen with [my] bank bal-
ance 3 days in a row to prove that the bank 
was charging erroneous fees . . . I cannot af-
ford to continue giving money to the bank!’’ 

Lauren Fant is a University of Central Flor-
ida student and customer at SunTrust Bank. 
She was fined three consecutive overdraft 
charges of $39 in August for three trans-
actions that only went through a week after 
she made them. Although her overdraft 
amount was only $12, her fees totaled $117. 

David Spatzer, also from Orlando, was hit 
with over $700 worth of charges in the past 2 
months. When he went to his bank for help, 
he was told to take out a loan at 12 percent 
interest. He collects monthly Social Security 
checks while also working at Disney World. 
His checking account, however, approves 
transactions even when he does not have 
enough of a balance in his account. 

Floridians and individuals throughout our 
Nation are currently going through similar cir-
cumstances as Kathyrn, Lauren and David. 
Congress needs to institute proper notification 
features at the point of transaction in cases of 
possible overdraft. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the con-
sumers mentioned above and the numerous 
others who reached out to me about their con-
cerns on bank overdraft fee policies, I implore 
all members of this esteemed legislative body 
to work toward providing consumers with the 
safeguards necessary to make educated fi-
nancial decisions without being charged exor-
bitant and unfair bank overdraft fees by their 
banks. 
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HONORING ERIC SIGMAN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 18, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Eric Sigman, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 75, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Eric has been very active with his troop par-
ticipating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Eric has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Eric Sigman for his ac-

complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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HONORING THE COMMISSIONING 
OF THE USS ‘‘NEW YORK,’’ LPD 21 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 18, 2009 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the commissioning of the 
USS New York, LPD 21. On October 22, 
2009, the House passed H.R. 856 to con-
gratulate the captain and commissioning crew 
for the vessel entering the service of the U.S. 
Navy. The USS New York honors those who 
lost their lives at the World Trade Center, the 
Pentagon, and Shanksville, Pennsylvania, on 
September 11, 2001, and adds to our Navy’s 
capabilities to protect our Nation. 

With its hull constructed using steel from the 
World Trade Center, the ship will serve as a 
memorial to September 11. The ship’s main 
passageway was dubbed ‘‘Broadway’’ and 
features an insignia with references to the 
Statue of Liberty, the Twin Towers, the New 
York City Police Department, and the New 
York City Fire Department. Its galley hosts a 
pre-September 11 neon outline of New York 
City. It is the newest entry to the U.S. Navy’s 
fleet of San Antonio-class amphibious trans-
port dock ships and will be deployed to pro-
vide amphibious assault capability anywhere 
in the world. CDR F. Curtis Jones, USN, a 
New York native, captains the ship. 

I also want to take a moment to recognize 
an important connection between the USS 
New York and my State. RSL Fiber Systems, 
LLC of East Hartford, Connecticut was proud 
to be a part of this project, manufacturing the 
signal and navigation lights used on board the 
vessel. The ship contains five RSL lighting 
systems, which boast the breakthrough tech-
nology of fiber optic illumination systems. The 
Connecticut based company was selected to 
provide remote source lighting and the lighting 
control systems to the U.S. Navy for shipboard 
use on the LPD 17 class, the Navy Experi-
mental Craft Seafighter, and the DDG 1000 
class ships. 

The ship’s motto is, ‘‘Strength Forged 
Through Sacrifice. Never Forget,’’ serving as a 
powerful symbol of September 11. The vessel 
pays tribute to those who lost their lives and 
reaffirms Congress’s commitment to fighting 
terrorism and recognizing those men and 
women who risk their lives and fight for our 
freedom every day. I ask all of my colleagues 
to join with me in congratulating those who 
helped build the ship, and honoring those who 
defend our Nation every day. 
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TRIBUTE TO THOMAS J. GRAFF 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 18, 2009 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to one of 
the great icons of modern environmentalism, 
Thomas J. Graff, who passed away last week 
at the age of 65. 

Tom Graff founded Environmental Defense 
Fund’s California office in 1971, and over the 
ensuing decades, he built a record of accom-
plishment that includes landmark reforms to 
the way we use water and energy. 

It was my great honor and pleasure to have 
worked with Tom for many years, and my staff 
and I often relied on his counsel and insights. 
His ability to think strategically about policy 
and politics was unmatched, and there are 
very few facets of California environmental 
policy over the last four decades that did not 
feel Tom’s influence. 

Tom Graff’s negotiating prowess and his 
wisdom were critical to the passage of legisla-
tion that I authored in 1992 to protect the Bay- 
Delta of California: the Central Valley Project 
Improvement Act. And his work on California 
energy policy since the 1970’s helped lead to 
the state’s pioneering global warming bill, AB 
32, signed into law in 2006. 

Over his remarkable career, Tom Graff did 
an enormous amount of good for his fellow 
Californians—and for the planet and all its in-
habitants. But Tom’s unique legacy may be 
the partnerships and friendships that he 
formed on the way to his many accomplish-
ments. Tom was always able to find a way to 
work together with those on the other side of 
the table, and even though his communica-
tions skills were incomparable, he knew that 
long-term solutions were always more impor-
tant than soundbites. 

In closing, I want to express my deep con-
dolences to Tom’s loving family, to his col-
leagues at EDF, and all of those who knew 
and worked with him—his passing leaves an 
incredible void. We will miss his insights, his 
creativity, his unmatched ability to find solu-
tions, and most of all, his warmth and good 
humor. 

I am submitting for the record several arti-
cles remembering Tom’s life, and I ask my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing the life 
and legacy of a great friend and environmental 
champion, Thomas J. Graff. 

[From the Sacramento Bee, Nov. 15, 2009] 
A WATER WARRIOR WHO WON RESPECT FROM 

ALL SIDES 
(By Stuart Leavenworth) 

A lion of California’s environmental move-
ment died Thursday. Tom Graff, who helped 
lead the 1980s fight against the peripheral 
canal and blocked the East Bay from divert-
ing water from the American River, finally 
succumbed to the cancer that snuck up on 
him two years ago. 

I feel fortunate to have known Graff for as 
long as I did. When I returned to California 
a decade ago, Graff was one of many people 
who helped school me on my home state and 
its Byzantine water politics. 

Graff, a Harvard-educated lawyer with a 
degree from the London School of Econom-
ics, was not a native Californian. (He was 
born in Honduras, the son of Jewish parents 
who had fled Nazi Germany). But he knew 
more about my home state than almost any-
one you could imagine. 

I soon learned that Graff was a hero for 
Sacramento residents who care about the 
American River. In 1971, he founded the Cali-
fornia office of the Environmental Defense 
Fund in an attic in Berkeley. When the East 
Bay Municipal Utility District attempted to 
tap water from the American River, Graff 
was asked by local residents to file a lawsuit. 
After 17 years, they eventually triumphed, 
prompting EBMUD to reach a 2001 settle-
ment with Sacramento County on a joint 
water-withdrawal project further down-
stream, on the Sacramento River. He also 
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